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Methodology

Survey was carried out by Europe House Slavonski Brod with 7 partners from 8 different EU
Member States (BG, CZ, FR, PL, SW, LV, EL, HR) between 8™ October and 8™ of December 2018,
on the basis of online questionary and face to face interview! with 3717 citizens aged between
17 and 30 years.

In each country, a number of sampling points was not drawn with probability proportional to
population size. Disegners of surevey suggested that each partner organizaiton interview
approximately 500 respondents in way that sampling points represent the whole territory of
the countries according to the distribution of the resident population of the respective
nationalities in terms of metropolitan (big cities), urban (small cities) and rural (village) areas,
age, gender, employement status and educational level.

Both qualitative and quantitative methods were employed in this research (Creswell, 2003).
The questionnaire was designed and administered by the project partners. The questionnaire
consists of four parts. Part one contains information on the respondents’ demographic data
such as gender, age, level of education, socio-professional status, interests about political
events. Part two, entitled European Identity, presents an opportunity to explore youngsters’
views related to their knowledge about the EU, to assess a future of the EU. Part three of the
guestionnaire Freedom of movement within the Europe focuses on study of youth’ opinion
related to the possibilities for European citizens to work in other European countries and their
attitude to the rights of immigrants. The last section of the questionnaire entitled The
European Parliament Elections focuses to young peoples’ interest about the EU and
importance of EP elections in national country, about the main reasons why people vote and
why people do not vote in the EU elections, about the themes that should be discussed as a
priority during the electoral campaign. The questionnaire contains fourteen multiple-choice
guestions and ten questions with total fifty five statements assessed in a four-point Likerts
measurement scale that ranges from strongly agree to strongly disagree.

Questionnaire was developed by the project partners and was translated into native
languages. It was carried out in the e-setting during a time frame from October until
December, 2018. More than 750 e-mails were sent to university, secondary and vocational
schools’ administration representatives or teachers accross Europe and they were encouraged
to distribute it to their students.

More elaborated analysis (full sociodemographic analysis?) are made for questions where it is
relevant and shows certain differences within different sociodemographic categories. For all
guestions and more detailised analysis we, Europe House Slavonski Brod, are at your disposal.

L All interviews that were conducted face-to-face were conducted in the appropriate national language
2 Answers correlated with: Gender/Age/Education/Employment status/Area of living
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In this report, countries are referred to by their official abbreviation. The abbreviations used

in this report correspond to:

BG

HR

Ccz

FR

GR

Lv

PL

SW

Bulgaria

Croatia

Czech Republic

France

Greece

Latvia

Poland

Sweden

Other abbreviations used correspond to:

EU

EC

EP

MS

CS

MEP

The Council

CE

The European Union

The European Commission

The European Parliament

Member State

Candidate State

Member of the European Parliament
The Council of the European Union

Citizenship education

Wi =rHN
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Introduction

The survey is conducted within the framework of the project Clicking With Voters, which is
implemented under the EC Europe for Citizens programme.

The overall objective of the project is to empower European citizenship and to encourage
citizens’ involvement, with a special focus on young people in the democratic life of Europe,
in particular by motivating them to participate in the 2019 European Parliament (EP) Elections.
With project activities we aimed to promote more knowledge about EU particularly in the
context of the economic crisis, a general rise in antiimmigrant sentiment and xenophobia — to
citizens of the member states and EU candidate countries, in order to overcome democratic
deficit3. Specific objectives were to increase the motivation and build the citizens capacities
and competences from current MSs to participate actively in building future Europe, to
enhance the interactive relation between citizens and institution, encouraging a bottom up
approach to allow citizens to express their views on the EU — on what they perceive to be the
EU urgent issues relevant to the development of Europe. Furthermore, with this project we
want to encourage citizens to use exited democratic instruments and to try to develop
innovative one, to enhance participation in debate to build the capacity of civil society
organizations and to foster European citizenship and ownership of the Europe.

Project partners are 8 organizations from eight EU countries: Europe House Slavonski Brod
(Croatia), European Information Centar Veliko Tarnovo (Bulgaria), Change it! (Czech Republic),
Association for Non-Formal Education MERITUM (Poland), Euroasia Net (France),
Folkuniversitetet Kristianstadt (Sweden), KANE, Social Youth Development NGO, (Greece) and
Daugavpils University, (Latvia).

This study focuses on four main research questions:

1) How to promote youngsters’interested in political events in their own
country and in European Union?

2) What are the views of youngsters related to their as a EU citizen identity?

3) What are their perspectives of young people about the EU development?

4) What is the understanding of young people and their responsibility for
democratic processes in the EU?

The results of the study will be presented in four sections according to these research
questions.

3 Although the term ,democratic deficit“usually refers to ,EU institutions and their decision-making
procedures (which) suffer from a lack of democracy and seem inaccessible to the ordinary citizen due to
their complexity“, (source: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/summary/glossary/democratic deficit.html), here it
also relates to the lack of political knowledge and activity among young people.
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Sociodemographic data

Respondents from 8 different European Union (EU) Member States (IT, BG, EL, CZ, PL, FR, SW,
HR) or precisely 3717 citizens aged 17 to 30 years old participated in this survey. Here you can
find table of sociodemographic data describing survey sample.

Youngsters (N=3717; 42,9% males, 56,6% females) from Latvia were questioned. 41,8% of the
respondents were 17-18 years old; 35,1% — 19-22 years old, and 22,9% are 23 -30 years old.
Most of them were secondary or vocational school or university students (59,8%). There were
32,3% employed and 7,9% unemployed respondents (See Table 1).

Gender

Female 56,6 %
Male 42,9%
Other 0,3%

Age
17-18 41,8 %
19-22 35,1%
23-30 22,9 %
Education
Secondary school 32,3%
Vocational school 16,1 %
Bachelor's degree 29,4 %
Master's degree or equivalent level 18,8 %
PhD 2,9%
Employment status

Student 59,8 %
Unemployed 7,9 %
Self-employed 8,6 %
Employed 23,7 %

Table 1: Sociodemographic data of respondents

Findings shows that 92% of respondents use internet every day, but 2,3% use internet often
(See Figure 1). The aim of the use of internet is email and the use of social network (LSM,
2014). Majority of youth are more interested in a sphere of entertainment.

@ a) Every day
@ b) Often
c) Rarely

Figure 1: Use of Internet
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Citizenship education

First thing that is brought up to enquiring is respondents previous or ongoing education about
EU. In this section word will be spent on whether respondents had or had not citizenship
education (1.1), was learning about EU part of their education (1.2), how satisfied are they
with what is learned about EU during formal education (1.3) and have they ever been
educated about EU through non-formal education (1.4). Answers provided here will be used
as referring point for later examination.

1.1 Citizenship education

European realities

= Don'tknow =No =VYes

Figure 2: Have you ever had citizenship education during your schooling?

When speaking about citizenship education, every second participant (49,7 %) states that he
had citizenship education sometime during schooling. On the other hand 44,2 % claim that
they had not that kind of education while 5,6 % do not know.

National realities

% BG HR Ccz GR* FR LV PL SwW
Yes 45,1 20,9 48,4 56,9 77,6 34,0 57,7 94,6
No 52,7 71,6 42,5 36,1 20,7 47,0 29,5 2,9
Don't know 2,2 6,0 8,9 6,7 0,9 19,0 12,8 1,0

Table 2 Have you ever had citizenship education during your schooling?

Trends are showing that 94,6 % of Swedes have had citizenship education sometime during
their schooling they are being followed up by French (77,6 %) and Polish (57,7 %) at the third
place. On the other side 71,6 % of Croats never had citizenship education during their
schooling, same as 52,7 % Bulgarians.
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1.2 Learning about EU as part of education

Since almost every second respondent had some form of citizenship education (Figure 1) now

is time to see was/is learning about EU part of respondent education (Figure 2).

v

European realities

= Don'tknow ®No = Yes
Figure 3: Was/is learning about EU part of your education?

Data are showing some similarities with previous figure so 42,1 % of respondents answer
positive on this question and 52,1 % give negative answer while 5,1 % is not really sure or they
do not know.

National realities

% BG HR Ccz GR* FR LV PL SW
Yes 24,0 35,2 34,1 38,1 49,8 41,3 67,2 58,2
No 74,3 60,4 59,7 49,8 45,9 47,6 28,0 40,6
Don't know 1,4 3,4 5,4 11,9 2,6 11,1 4,8 1,2

Table 3: Was/is learning about EU part of your education?

Although data are similar for Figure 1 and Figure 2, some changes are noticeable looking at
national statistics. Out of 94,6 % of Swedes who have had citizenship education, , only” 48,4
% of them had learning about EU involved in learning process. Same thing goes for FR (77,6
%—>49,8 %), CZ (48,4 %—>34,1 %) and BG (45,1 %—>24,0 %). What is interesting is that opposite
trends are also showing for HR (20,9 % had citizenship education, but 35,2 % had learning
about EU as part of education), LV (34,0 %—>41,3 %), PL (57,7 %—>67,2 %). Opposite trends are
probably showed because, even though respondents do not have citizenship education as part
of their formal education, they still can learn something about EU during other related
subjects in school (History, Politics, Sociology, etc.) or some other institutions.
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1.3 Satisfaction with what is learned about EU

After gathering information about EU education of respondents through formal education,
now we ask them to estimate if they have been taught enough about EU during their formal
education.

European realities

s Don'tknow = No =Yes

Figure 4: Do you think you have been taught enough about EU during your formal education?

More then two thirds (69,4 %) of respondents state that they have not been taught about EU
during their formal education. On the other side 20,8 % of respondents think that they have
been taught enough about EU during their formal education while 9,8 % do not really know.

National realities

% BG HR Ccz GR* FR LV PL SW
Yes 13,8 17,9 16,0 22,1 20,7 22,1 23,6 34,1
No 83,6 71,9 72,3 56,4 73,3 60,5 65,3 54,7
Don't know 2,6 10,3 11,8 21,5 6,0 17,4 11,0 11,2

Table 4: Do you think you have been taught enough about EU during your formal education?

Respondents of BG precede with dissatisfaction on this topic, namely 83,6 % of them state
that they do not think that they have been taught enough about EU during their formal
education. Same opinion share 73,3 % of respondents from FR, 72,3 % from CZ and 71,9 %
from HR. On the other side SW is preceding affirmative attitude on this topic, namely 34,1 %
of them think that they have been taught enough about EU during formal education.
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Sociodemographic realities

Gender Yes No Don't know
Female 20,5 % 69,4 % 10,1 %
Male 21,1 % 69,4 % 9,5%
Other 22,2 % 77,8 % 0,1%
Age Yes No Don't know
17-18 29,2 % 58,8 % 12,1 %
19-22 25,4 % 66,3 % 8,3%
23-30 13,4 % 76,7 % 9,9 %
Education Yes No Don't know
Secondary school 17,9 % 68,9 % 13,3 %
Vocational school 14,0 % 77,4 % 8,5%
Bachelor's degree 24,7 % 67,3 % 8,0 %
Master's degree or equivalent level 23,6 % 68,1 % 8,3%
PhD 22,2 % 73,2 % 4,6 %
Employment status Yes No Don't know
Student 30,3 % 58,3 % 11,4 %
Unemployed 21,4 % 68,1 % 10,5 %
Self-employed 18,6 % 72,9 % 8,4 %
Employed 16,0 % 73,4% 10,6 %

Table 5: Influence of different sociodemographic aspects on opinion about satisfaction with level of EU knowledge

When discussing sociodemographic perspective of this question, several conclusions can be
made. Firstly, data shows that gender does not have noticeable influence on provided
answers. Secondly, number of respondents who are satisfied with what they have learned
about EU, is inversely proportional with age. Considering their age, it is to assume that older
generations did not have something specific as citizenship education, especially about modern
Europe. One of the options for them is to learn about EU through non-formal and informal
education, but that also depends on availability of those options and how interested they are
in participating. Thirdly, if someone is longer involved in formal education process, he/she will
probably obtain more information about EU and know more. This can be encouraging for
implementation of new EU policies which promote positive discrimination of people from
more isolated areas.
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1.4 Learning about EU through non-formal education

After formal education about EU is verified, it is time to see if respondents have ever been
educated about EU through non-formal education.

European realities

s Don'tknow =No =VYes

Figure 5: Have you ever been educated about EU through non-formal education?

Slightly more than every second respondent (50,7 %) states that he has never been educated
about EU through non-formal education while 40,8 % have contrary statement. 7,7 % of
respondents do not know.

National realities

% BG HR Cz GR* FR LV PL SW
Yes 14,5 17,5 18,5 37,1 39,7 31,6 48,8 39,4
No 79,0 70,4 73,2 36,2 50,6 58,7 47,6 56,2
Don't know 6,3 10,1 7,3 25,7 8,8 9,7 2,5 3,1

Table 6: Have you ever been educated about EU through non-formal education?

When discussing about respondent non-formal education about EU, situation is a bit different
than with formal education about EU. Overall data are still similar, but those countries who
have had ,lack” of formal education about EU, when talking about non-formal education,
precede. For instance 17,5 % of respondents from HR have been educated about EU through
non-formal education while number of those who had formal education about EU for HR is
20,9 %. Same trend appears in BG and in LV numbers are almost the same. It is possible to
conclude that citizens of younger EU countries acquire their knowledge of EU more through
formal ways while in older MS carrier of education are organisations of civil society so they
acquire their knowledge more through non-formal and informal education.
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The European Union and Europeans

The European Union, one of the largest federations of states in the world, unites 28 individual
countries across Europe. Since its foundation in 1957, the EU has grown from 6 to 28 countries
but, membership is still open to any country with a democratic government, a good human
rights record, and solid economic policies.

Becoming a member of the EU, however, is a complex procedure which does not happen
overnight. Once an applicant country meets the conditions for membership, it must
implement EU rules and regulations in all areas. The member states delegate sovereignty to
the EU institutions to represent the interests of the European Union as a whole. Citizens
belonging to any country within the EU can move and reside freely within EU, vote for and
stand as a candidate in EP and municipal elections ,etc.%. EU citizenship is automatically given
to any persons who hold the nationality of one of the MS. Since each of the MS recognizes its
citizens by nationality, specific requirements for gaining citizenship differ depending on each
MS. Anyone seeking EU citizenship should consult each individual country’s specific rules and
regulations for citizenship within that country.

European identity, however, is a social structure and its definition is changing with time. Still,
the European identity can be defined, in a very simple way, as a set of values shared by all the
citizens of the EU. European identity is supported by European art, culture, citizenship,
common education for all EU members, etc. Nevertheless, European identity is, sometimes,
perceived as being in contradiction with certain older identities that member states’ citizens
are attached to, such as national, religious, linguistic or ideological. But, since there is
European integration process, the identity paradigm should focus more on the similarities
between the member states and not on the differences that set them apart. In that way,
citizens of EU hold their national identities and still participate into building a more wider
identity- European one.

What we should remind ourselves is that the European project is based on the existence of a
European people and not on the abolishment of national identities. Moreover, given that
identities are not static and can be changed through social action, multiculturalism seems to
be the only solution to address the identity mosaic that characterizes European society. It
allows for the existence of multiple national identities, without imposing one above the
others, while aiming at reducing the potential for conflict, by building an overall sense of
tolerance between MS.

In following section main accent will be on citizenship and how respondents perceive
themselves® (2.1), elements which, in respondents' opinion, make European identity and does
that European identity deny national identities or complement it (2.2), EU citizens rights and
awareness of these rights (2.3), respondents' opinion about policies that should be given
priority, benefits of englargement and five-year pause plan from enlargement of EU presented
by Jean-Claude Juncker (2.4), image of the EU and membership in the EU and, in the last part,
added value of beeing EU MS (2.5)°.

*More information available at http://ec.europa.eu/justice/citizen/index_en.htm
5As EU citizens only, citizens of their country only, citizens of both or none of stated
5 Influence which membership in the EU has on different areas of society
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2.1 Citizenship and sens the of belonging to the EU

For starting point of this section, respondents needed to indicate their views about citizenship.

European realities

Citzenship is mportant
Citizenship does not require everyone has the same religion _—
Citizenship cannot be defined -_
Citizenship is about everyone sharing the same values _
EU citizen is any person who holds the nationality of an EU _
country
Citizenship is only for someone born a citizen of a country _
Citizenship is about everyone speaking the same language _

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

B Strongly agree W Agree Neither agree or disagree Disagree
Figure 6: Views about statements considering citizenship

40,6 % of respondents strongly agree and another 42,6 % agree that citizenship is important
while only 4,9 % of them answer vice versa. More than every tenth respondents think that
citizenship require everyone to have the same religion (11,6 % of those who disagree 2™
statement). 11,5 % of respondents strongly agree and another 24,3 % agree that citizenship
cannot be defined. Every second participant (19,4 % strongly agree and 30,6 % agree) think
that citizenship is about everyone sharing the same values. 14,5 % disagree that EU citizen is
any person who holds the nationality of an EU country while 14,2 % neither agree or disagree
on that. Every third respondent either agree (24,2 %) or strongly agree (11,8 %) that citizenship
is only for someone born a citizen of a country. That citizenship is about everyone speaking
the same language strongly agree 12,4 % of respondents and another 22,6 % agree while 47,0
% of respondents disagree with them. We can conclude, based on general statistic, that
citizenship is really important to respondents. Around one third of respondents state that they
know definition of citizenship. However, some of them think that citizenship requires
everyone to have the same religion, to speak the same language and to share the same values
and some those opinions are, at least, for deeper disucus. Some other respondents still do not
know that EU citizen is citizen of any MS’ and that citizenship is not reserved only for those
born as citizen of a country, but it can be acquired through some ways. &

7 EK states : ,Any person who holds the nationality of an EU country is automatically also an EU citizen.”
8 Citizenship can be acquierd through an ancestral link, naturalization, marrige, work.
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% BG HR (V4 GR FR LV PL SW
Strongly agree 30,3 40,5 22,0 48,3 51,9 44.4 50,5 23,9
Agree 52,5 31,0 49,9 43,7 30,0 40,7 37,0 64,5
Neither Aor D 12,8 19,1 18,8 6,0 13,8 10,9 9,8 9,6
Disagree 4,4 9,4 9,2 2,0 4,3 4,0 2,7 1,9

Table 7: Citizenship is important

51,9 % respondents from GR strongly agree this statement, followed by PL (50,5 %). On the
other hand, 9,4 % respondents from HR disagree with them, followed by CZ (9,2 %).

% BG HR (V4 GR FR LV PL SW
Strongly agree 18,1 60,2 28,7 45,9 77,8 34,5 59,7 33,1
Agree 37,4 25,2 48,9 46,2 16,2 30,4 18,3 58,2
Neither A or D 17,7 7,4 16,2 6,0 3,4 13,1 8,7 6,1
Disagree 26,8 7,2 6,2 2,0 2,6 22,0 13,3 2,6%

Table 8: Citizenship does not require everyone has the same religion

77,8 % respondents from FR strongly agree with this statement, followed by HR (60,2) and PL
(59,7 %) while respondents that disagree the most with this statement comes from BG (26,8

%) and LV (22,0 %).

% BG HR Ccz GR FR LV PL SW
Strongly agree 22,7 6,4 8,1 24,4 8,1 9,9 23,4 1,8
Agree 48,0 12,7 36,6 38,1 9,9 22,2 31,1 19,1
Neither A or D 17,9 24,5 38,2 20,1 32,2 30,2 25,6 60,4
Disagree 11,4 56,4 17,1 17,4 49,8 37,7 19,9 18,7

Table 9: Citizenship cannot be defined

Most of the respondents who strongly agree with this statement come from PL (23,4 %) and

BG (22,7 %). Opposite of them thinks HR (56,4 %) and FR (49,8 %).

% BG HR cz GR FR LV PL SW
Strongly agree 27,4 18,7 14,0 27,6 23,3 9,7 39,7 6,1
Agree 45,8 23,3 48,3 45,1 24,8 30,6 39,7 25,5
Neither A or D 18,1 18,3 24,8 16,8 26,3 31,3 10,3 46,4
Disagree 8,7 39,7 12,8 10,5 25,6 28,4 10,3 21,9

Table 10: Citizenship is about everyone sharing the same values

Respondents who strongly agree with this statement come from PL (39,7 %) and BG (27,4 %).

On the opposite side, 39,7 % respondents from HR disagree with this statement.
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% BG HR (V4 GR FR LV PL SW
Strongly agree 29,0 35,1 15,7 37,6 31,7 31,3 73,4 21,5
Agree 33,8 30,0 45,8 48,4 48,5 36,7 19,8 52,7
Neither A or D 26,2 9,6 33,3 8,1 11,0 16,7 4,3 18,8
Disagree 10,9 25,3 5,2 5,9 8,8 15,3 2,5 6,9

Table 11: EU citizen is any person who holds the nationality of an EU country

GR (37,6 %) and HR (35,1 %) strongly agree with this statement while at the same time a large
proportion of HR disagree with this statement.

% BG HR Cz GR FR LV PL SW
Strongly agree 16,9 6,7 7,8 29,2 2,8 7,3 5,7 10,2
Agree 29,2 11,2 31,7 41,4 6,3 25,0 14,2 42,5
Neither A or D 30,8 12,7 22,5 12,8 14,7 27,6 9,8 25,3
Disagree 23,1 69,4 38,0 16,6 76,3 40,1 70,3 22,0

Table 12: Citizenship is only for someone born a citizen of a country

Most of the respondents who strongly agree with this statement come from GR (29,2 %)
followed by BG (16,9 %). On the opposite side stands IT with 76,3 % of respondents and 70,3

% respondents from PL.

% BG HR Ccz GR FR LV PL SW
Strongly agree 13,3 9,3 22,2 26,0 3,7 3,2 23,6 3,3
Agree 30,5 20,0 19,6 41,3 12,9 13,7 35,1 16,1
Neither A or D 24,0 13,0 18,1 11,9 17,0 25,6 11,1 53,7
Disagree 32,3 57,7 40,1 20,8 66,4 57,5 30,2 26,9

Table 13: Citizenship is about everyone speaking the same language

Respondents who strongly agree with this statement come from GR (26,0 %), PL (23,6 %).0On

the other hand, respondents who do not agree with this statement come from IT (66,4 %).
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Education Europeae

After general views of respondents about citizenship and national statistics, it is time to see
influence of citizenship education, education about EU and non-formal education that
involved learning about EU on respondents views of citizenship. First of all, when taking
citizenship education® as a referring point, answers of respondents who had and those
respondents who had not citizenship education during their schooling does not show much
difference. When using second parameter', respondents who had/have learning about EU as
a part of their education show slightly more familiarity with citizenship then those who do
not/did not have learning about EU included, but when using third parameter!?, results shows
noticeable difference which is shown in Table 13.

Have you ever been educated Neither agree

about EU through non-formal Strongly agree Agree or disagree Disagree
education? Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
Citizenship is important 454% | 383% 380% | 460% 100% | 11,8% 6,7% | 40%

Citizenship does not require

everyone has the same religion | 589% | 403%  27,2% | 362%  45% [109% 95% |12,7%

Citizenship cannot be defined 82% | 11,7% | 19,1% | 254% 285% | 33,9% 44,3% | 29,1%

Citizenship is about everyone
sharing the same values 179% | 18,0% | 26,6 % | 32,7% 20,2% | 249% 353 % | 24,4%

EU citizen is any person who
holds the nationality of an EU 384% | 303% 339% |41,0% 96% | 17,4% 180% | 11,3%
country

Citizenship is only for someone
born a citizen of a country 92% | 128% 17,7% | 26,8% 13,7% | 20,6 %  59,4% | 39,8 %

Citizenship is about everyone
speaking the same language 88% | 14,4% | 17,3% | 23,5% | 156% | 21,0% | 58,4 % | 41,1%

Table 14: Correlation between non-formal education about EU and views about citizenship

We can conclude that level of acquisition of knowledge about citizenship rises slightly within
each of three parameters stated and that respondents who had some form of education about
EU provide more accurate answers than those who did not have that kind of education. When
discussing why is difference most obviously shown for third parameter, it is possible that
formal educational system is a bit slower and laggard then non-formal education when
speaking about this kind of deliberation. Non-formal education is more adaptable, specific and
goal-directed than formal education and that can also be explanation this results.

SParameter 1: Have you ever had citizenship education during your schooling?
Oparameter 2: Learning about EU was/is part of my education.
parameter 3: Have you ever been educated about EU through non-formal education?
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After checking views about citizenship, respondents needed to clarify how they perceive
themselves — as a citizen of their country only, EU citizen, both or none of stated?

European realities

70,0
60,0
50,0
40,0
30,0
20,0
10,0
00 - [ | — -
Citizen of my Citizen of my Citizen of EU Noneofthe Don't know Other
country only country and only above
EU citizen

Figure 7: | see my self as...

Around one third of respondents (28,1 %) see themselves as a citizen of their country only,
two thirds (60,4 %) see themselves in the same way but as EU citizen as well. 2,7 % of
respondents perceive themselves as EU citizen only while 4,2 % do not agree with any of
statements. 1,6 % do not know what to state while 2,4 % favour some other options.

National realities

% BG HR cz GR FR LV PL SW
g:;ie" offmy:coUntry ) R 15,7 57,1 254 9,6 3,0 17,3 13,4
Citizen of my country
and EU citizen 65,9 67,0 34,9 64,5 73,7 64,6 72,4 77,4
Citizen of EU only 5,1 2,8 2,0 2,9 4,5 3,0 0,2 4,4
None of the above 2,0 5,4 2,8 4,2 6,9 3,8 3,8 1,5
Don't know 0,8 3,2 2,2 1,7 0,9 2,8 0,2 1,5
Other - 5,8 1,0 1,3 4,5 1,4 6,3 5,2

Table 15: | see myself as...

Table 14 shows some diversity in opinions currently present in meber states. Some
respondents, for instance 26,1 % respondents from BG, still do not feel like they really are part
of EU and they state that they are citizen of BG only. EU, since it was founded, invests lot of
effortin empowerment and popularisation of EU citizenship, stressing that EU citizenship does
not deny nationality. This survey confirms that these effort has been recognized by
respondents since most of them equally testify that they are both — citizens of their country
and EU citizens. However, it would be interesting to see why some of them does not feel like
that.
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| see myself as...

Have you ever had citizenship Citizen of my Citizen of my Citizen of EU | None of the
education during you schooling? | country only country and only above Other
' EU citizen
Yes 25,9 % 57,1% 7,2 % 6,2 % 3,6%
No 31,2 % 46,3 % 2,9% 11,7 % 7,9 %
Don't know 19,5 % 36,2 % 11,1% 13,5% 19,7 %
Was/is learning about EU part of | Citizen of my Citizen of my Citizen of EU | None of the
our education? country only country and only above Other
Y ) EU citizen
Yes 22,3% 60,1 % 8,8 % 5,4 % 3,4%
No 27,1 % 47,1 % 52 % 14,4 % 6,2 %
Don't know 22,6 % 39,5% 14,1 % 11,2 % 12,6 %
Have you ever been educated Citizen of my Citizen of my Citizen of EU | None of the
about EU through non-formal countrv onl country and onl above Other
education? yonly EU citizen ¥
Yes 20,6 % 64,3 % 8,1% 4,1% 2,9%
No 24,6 % 49,9 % 6,7 % 14,7 % 4,1%
Don't know 27,1% 44,1 % 13,9 % 11,2 % 3,7%

Table 16: Correlation between Education Europeae and how citizens see themselves

Six out of ten respondents who had education about EU as part of their education feels like
citizen of their country and EU citizens while 64,3 % people from who have been educated
about EU through non-formal education feels the same way. On the other hand, respondents
who did not have Education Europeae provide more ,None of the above “answer. It can be
concluded that people who obtain more information about EU feels more like part of it. Also,
respondents who possess non-formal education about Europe provide highest number of

o«

response ,,Citizen of my country and EU citizen “, possibly because participation in NGOs

projects.
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2.2 European identity and national identites

After respondents identified themselves based on national and European citizenship, it is time
to see what do they think about European and national identities, if they are in correlation or
maybe they exclude one another.

European realities

60,0

50,0
40,0
30,0
20,0
0,0 -
Yes No

Don't know Other

Figure 8: European identity doesn't deny national identities.

Every second respondent (50,7 %) provide positive answer on this statement and say that
European identity does not deny national identities. On the other side, 22 % of respondents
state that European identity deny national identity and 19,8 % of respondents don't know.

National realities

% BG HR Ccz GR FR LV PL SW
Yes 23,9 71,0 35,0 43,5 72,4 23,7 47,4 36,9
No 37,0 13,5 41,8 15,4 19,0 2,4 30,3 41,7
Don't know 33,8 13,1 21,0 40,1 6,0 7,1 21,7 19,3

Table 17: European identity doesnt't deny national identities?

When analysing answers of respondents on national level, what might be surprising is that
some countries in quite large number {BG (37,0 % answers ,,No“ and 33,8 % ,, Don't know"),
CZ (41,8 % ,No“and 21,0 % ,Don't know“), SW (41,7 % ,No“ and 19,3 % ,, Don't know"}, think
that European identity denies national identities, even though they are in EU for some time
already.
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European identity doesn't deny national identities?

Have you ever had citizenship education

during you schooling? ves No Don't know
Yes 54,1 % 24,4% 15,8 %
No 49,8 % 20,4 % 21,6 %
Don't know 29,3% 132% 33,8%
Was/is Iearnlrerz Sct)a()t?;nE?U part of your Yes No Don't know
Yes 55,8 % 24,1% 13,0%
No 49,4 % 20,9 % 22,1%
Don't know 24,6 % 15,8 % 45,5 %
Have you ever been educated about EU
th):ough non-formal education? ves No Don’t know
Yes 65,1 % 20,6 % 9,1%
No 42,7 % 24,0 % 23,8%
Don't know 27,4 % 16,4 % 45,8 %

Table 18: Correlation between Education Europeae and responses on statement ,European identity doesn't deny national

identities.”

Table 18 shows that percentage of people who have had citizenship education during their

schooling is higher for statement that European identity doesn't deny national identities.
Secondly, if learning about EU was/is part of their education then difference is slightly more
noticeable in their favour. Thirdly, difference is most prominent between people who have

been educated about EU through non-formal education, which benefits were already

mentioned, and those who haven't. 65,1 % of respondents who have been educated about EU

through non-formal education state that European identity doesn't deny national identities.

European identity allows the existence of multiple national identities, without imposing one

above the others, while aiming at reducing the potential for conflict, by building an overall

sense of tolerance between member states.
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Identity in general can be composed of several elements. What are then the most important
elements that make up European identity?

European realities

The European flag

Geography

History

The single currency, the euro
The European anthem

The EU motto: Unity in diversity

The successes of the European economy

Culture

The values of democracy and freedom

0,00% 10,00% 20,00% 30,00% 40,00% 50,00% 60,00% 70,00% 80,00%

Figure 9: In your opinion, which of the following are the most important elements that make up European identity?

66,7 % of respondents think that most important thing considering European identity are
values of democracy and freedom. Next in their opinion is culture (47,1 %), followed by the
euro — single European currency (37,7 %), and history (31,1 %). That success of European
economy is important thing making European identity think 29,6 %. Another 28,9 % of them
say ,Unity in diversity” is also important. Last on the list of elements that make European
identity are geography (19,8 %), the European flag (12,1 %) and the European anthem (10,4
%).

National realities

% BG HR Ccz GR FR LV PL SW
The values of
democracy and 51,2 78,4 46,2 82,0 78,9 55,1 66,0 78,5
freedom
Culture 12,6 58,6 35,9 33,6 60,9 52,9 57,3 61,3
The success of
European economy 51,3 42,3 29,8 29,8 11,1 24,5 28,9 22,0
The EU moto: Unity in
diversity 4,6 50,5 28,4 25,1 43,0 23,7 19,3 19,3
The European anthem 12,2 7,4 37,3 9,9 11,6 8,3 5,3 \ 4,9
The single currency, 48,5 32,3 31,8 25,3 23,5 48,6 22,4 24,3
the Euro
History 16,8 30,1 36,1 29,9 40,1 25,3 30,3 ‘ 51,7
Geography 8,3 17,4 32,1 9,9 10,9 14,5 29,3 27,2
The European flag 14,4 13,1 31,5 9,2 1,7 19,6 9,5 ‘ 8,1

Table 19 In your opinion, which of the following are the most important elements that make up European identity?
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All of member states put the values of democracy and freedom as the most important element
of European identity. That culture is also important element think 61,3 % of respondents from
SW, followed by FR (60,9 %) and HR (58,6 %) while in BG culture has 12,6 % points. Success of
European economy is important element to 51,3 % respondents from BG, 42,3 % from HR
while in FR has 11,1 %. The EU moto: Unity in diversity is important element to every second
respondent from HR (50,5 %) while in BG has 4,6 %. The European anthem is overall important
to every tenth respondent of each country. European currency — the Euro, is important
element to every second respondent from BG, LV. History is important element of European
identity in SW where every second respondent state that while in BG 16,8 % agree with them.
Geography is important to every third respondent from SW and to every one/two out of ten
from other countries. The European flag, in respondents’ opinion is almost equal important as
the European anthem.

2.3 EU citizens' rights

In this section there will be shown results of respondents’ familiarity and awareness of EU
citizens’ rights, European Citizen Initiative and EU programme — Europe for Citizens.

European realities

» Wellinformed = Not informed enough = Don't know

Figure 10: How informed are you about EU citizens' rights in the EU?

Data shows that 74,0 % of all respondents feel like they are not informed enough about EU
citizens' rights in the EU contrary to every fifth (19,7 %) respondent who feel well informed
about that topic.

National realities

% BG HR cz GR FR LV PL SW
Wellinformed = 28,1 23,7 16,0 20,4 19,7 11,5 = 158 32,3
Not informed |, o 68,4 72,1 73,4 78,6 79,4 69,3 60,8
enough
Don'tknow 24 5,0 10,1 5,7 0,9 91 149 5,9

Table 20: How informed are you about EU citizens' rights in the EU?
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Table 20 shows that respondents from each of the countries do not feel informed enough

about EU citizens' rights in the EU.

Education Europeae

How informed are you about EU citizens' rights in the EU?
Have you ev?r had citizensl_wip education Well informed Not informed Don't know
during you schooling? enough
Yes 24,7 % 68,8 % 57%
No 15,4 % 77,3 % 5,7 %
Don't know 8,7% 76,3 % 14,3 %
Was/is learning abogt EU part of your Well informed Not informed Don't know
education? enough
Yes 28,4 % 65,8 % 55%
No 13,7 % 78,7 % 5,7 %
Don't know 8,2 % 74,5 % 16,7 %
Have you ever been educated apout EU Well informed Not informed Don't know
through non-formal education? enough
Yes 29,9% 64,7 % 4,6 %
No 13,0 % 79,0 % 6,1%
Don't know 8,9% 77,0 % 13,4 %

Table 21: Correlation between Education Europeae and awareness of EU citizens' rights in the EU

Table 21 shows that it is more likely that people who had citizenship education during their
schooling will be more informed about EU citizens’ rights in the EU. Secondly, if learning about
EU was part of their education they will acquire even more knowledge. Thirdly one third of
respondents who have been educated about EU through non-formal education feel well

informed about EU citizen rights in the EU.

After awareness of EU citizens’ rights, it is time to see if the respondents know what is
European Citizen Initiative.

European realities

s Yes =No =Don't know

Figure 11: Do you know what is European Citizen Initiative?

Results show that one quarter of respondents (25,5 %) is familiar with European Citizen
Initiative while 56,5 % of them is not and another 18,0 % don't know.

Page | 25



National realities

Clicking with Voters

% BG HR Cz GR FR LV PL SW
Yes 17,0 33,2 10,1 25,9 23,7 12,3 21,0 35,6
No 81,2 46,9 81,2 40,6 53,2 60,1 55,0 50,3
E::v: 1,8 19,9 8,7 33,5 23,1 27,7 240 14,2

Table 22: Do you know what is European Citizen Initiative?

Respondents from SW (35,6 %) and HR (33,2 %) provides most positive answers on this
guestion. On the other hand, 81,2 % respondents from BG and CZ do not know what is

European Citizen Initiative.

Education Europeae

Have you ever had citizenship education

Do you know what is European Citizen Initiative?

Table 23: Correlation between Education Europeae and familiarity with European Citizen Initiative

during you schooling? Yes No Don't know
Yes 31,4% 52,2% 15,3 %
No 19,2 % 65,0 % 14,8 %
Don't know 11,9 % 56,2 % 30,9%
Was/is learning GbOl:It EU part of your Yes No Don't know
education?
Yes 36,6 % 48,9 % 13,5%
No 16,7 % 66,7 % 15,6 %
Don't know 12,0% 449 % 41,6 %
Have you ever been educated apout EU Yes No Don't know
through non-formal education?
Yes 39,7% 46,2 % 13,2 %
No 15,4 % 69,6 % 14,2 %
Don't know 9,3% 45,8 % 43,6 %

Table 23 shows that it is more likely that people who had citizenship education during their
schooling will know what is European Citizen Initiative. Secondly, if learning about EU was part

of their education, difference is more noticeable in their favour. Thirdly, 39,7 % of respondents

who have been educated about EU through non-formal education feel well informed about

European Citizen Initiative.

Third topic that relates with previous two is about familiarity with EU programme — Europe

for Citizens.
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= Yes

= No

Figure 12: Are you familiar with EU programme — Europe for citizens?

= Dont'know

Clicking with Voters

Figure 11 shows that around two thirds of respondents, or precisely, 65,4 % is not familiar
with EU programme — Europe for Citizens. 22,3 % of them states that they are familiar with
Europe for Citizens programme while 12,3 % of them do not know.

National realities

% BG HR Ccz GR FR LV PL SW
Yes 10,7 34,2 9,7 22,5 19,9 10,3 20,4 38,8
No 87,2 54,7 82,4 48,2 63,0 74,1 70,7 51,6
Don't know 1,8 8,5 5,1 28,3 16,2 15,6 8,0 9,0

Table 24: Are you familiar with EU programme — Europe for citizens?

Countries that are most familiar with Europe for Citizens programme according to data are

SW (38,8 %) are HR (34,2 %).

Education Europeae

Are you familiar with the EU programme — Europe for

Table 25: Correlation between Education Europeae and familiarity with EU programme — Europe for Citizens

Citizens?
Have you ev?r had citizensl7ip education Yes No Don't know
during you schooling?
Yes 27,9% 60,3 % 10,9 %
No 17,8 % 72,2 % 9,1%
Don't know 9,2 % 69,9 % 20,1 %
Was/is learning abOl:lt EU part of your Yes No Don't know
education?
Yes 31,6 % 58,7 % 8,9%
No 16,0 % 73,3 % 9,8 %
Don't know 11,4 % 55,1 % 32,0%
Have you ever been educated a{)out EU Yes No Don't know
through non-formal education?
Yes 39,1% 52,8 % 73%
No 11,2 % 78,9 % 9,0 %
Don't know 6,6 % 52,5% 39,4 %
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Table 25 shows that it is more likely that people who had citizenship education during their
schooling will know about Europe for Citizens programme. Secondly, if learning about EU was
part of their education, difference is more noticeable in their favour. Thirdly, 39,1 % of
respondents who have been educated about EU through non-formal education feel well
informed and know about EU programme — Europe for Citizens.

What is following is how respondents feel about their voice. Do they feel like their voice
counts? How is situation in their country?

European realities

1%

<

w Agree = Disagree = Don't know = N/A

Figure 13: My voice counts in my country

More than every second respondent (53,9 %) feels like their voice counts in their country. On
the other side, 27,0 % feels like their voice does not count in their country and 12,2 % of
respondents do not know. 6,9 % answers was not provided (N/A).

National realities

% BG HR Ccz GR FR LV PL SW
Agree 51,6 22,7 39,8 81,5 31,2 56,7 65,7 69,4
Disagree 36,4 54,9 27,1 10,7 40,8 27,9 20,2 1,5
Don't know 9,3 15,3 28,7 5,6 23,7 14,6 11,4 11,5
N/A 0,4 4,8 2,8 1,6 3,4 0,8 1,9 17,6

Table 26: My voice counts in my country.

81,5 % respondents from MK feels like their voice counts in GR while in HR that numberis 22,7
%. In FR 40,8 % of respondents disagree the statement, same as 54,9 % from HR. Almost one
third (28,7 %) of respondents from CZ don't know if their voice really counts in CZ and 15,3 %
of respondents from HR feels the same way. 17,6 % from SW decided to circle N/A.
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My voice counts in my country.
Have you ever had citizenship .
A D Don't k N/A
education during you schooling? gree 'sagree on't know /
Yes 57,1% 24,2 % 11,7 % 6,3 %%
No 50,3 % 30,9 % 12,2% 57%
Don't know 57,3% 21,6 % 17,4 % 3,2%
Was/is Iearmr;(gj:f;tgnE?U part of your Agree Disagree Don't know N/A
Yes 56,3 % 26,3 % 11,7 % 4,9 %
No 51,5 % 28,4% 12,5% 67%
Don't know 61,3% 19,1 % 14,7 % 4,7 %
Have you ever been educated about EU .
D Don'
through non-formal education? Agree Isagree on't know N/A
Yes 53,3 % 30,4% 9,6 % 6,1%
No 52,3% 26,3 % 14,2 % 61%
Don't know 68,7 % 139% 13,5% 29%

Table 27: Correlation between Education Europeae and statement ,,My voice counts in my country.”

Here, as before, people who had citizenship education during their schooling agree more with
this statement (+6,8 %). Same thing goes for people who had learning about EU involved in
their education. Difference this time is minor (+1,0 %) in last case, in favour of people who
have been educated about EU through non-formal education.

After checking how respondents perceive counting of their voice in their country, next on
consideration is how do they feel about their voice being counted in the EU.

European realities

" Agree = Disagree = Don'tknow = N/A

Figure 14: My voice counts in the EU.

In this case, 34,8 % of respondents feel like their voice counts in the EU. Opposite of them,
28,2 % disagree with the statement. 22,5 % of respondents do not know if they agree or
disagree with the statement and additional 9,0 % decided to choose N/A. When comparing
these results with previous one (Figure 17) situation is a bit different and respondents are
slightly divided between all three possibilities. In following section, National realities, will be
clear does that difference is shown because of the difference between member states or some
other reasons.
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% BG HR (V4 GR FR LV PL SW
Agree 32,9 59,2 22,0 \ 21,2 31,2 34,4 34,1 60,6
Disagree 44,8 11,7 35,5 21,1 40,8 40,7 32,8 12,2
Don't know 20,2 20,9 38,1 21,6 23,7 22,5 31,2 16,3
N/A 0,6 4,4 2,4 35,4 3,4 2,0 1,9 6,7

Table 28: My voice counts in the EU.

States that agree the most with this statement are SW (60,6 %), HR (59,2 %). On the other
hand, MS which disagree with this statement are BG (44,8 %), FR (40,8 %) and LV (40,7 %).

Respondents who do not know appear also in negligible numbers.

Education Europeae

Have you ever had citizenship

My voice counts in the EU.

Table 29: Correlation between Education Europeae and statement ,,My voice counts in the EU.”

A Di Don't k N/A

education during you schooling? gree Isagree ontknow /
Yes 59,1% 22,2 % 12,9% 53 %
No 48,3 % 329% 11,2 % 6,7 %
Don't know 55,3 % 22,6 % 12,4 % 8,2%
Was/is /earmr;ggcb;)tl;lotnf;fj part of your Agree Disagree Don't know N/A
Yes 59,8 % 22,8% 9,7 % 6,9 %
No 50,5 % 29,4 % 16,5 % 2,7 %
Don't know 61,3 % 19,1 % 14,7 % 4,7 %

Have you ever been educated about EU .

A D Don't k N/A

through non-formal education? gree Isagree ontiknow /
Yes 60,3 % 23,4 % 10,6 % 51%
No 52,3% 27,3 % 13,2 % 6,1%
Don't know 68,7 % 13,9% 13,5% 2,9%

Table 29 shows that people who had citizenship education during their schooling feels more
like their voice counts in the EU. That number is slightly bigger when learning about EU was
included in that education. People who have been educated about EU through non-formal

education also agree more with this statement.
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Last question within this section examine respondents point of view whether EU citizens can
choose not to be a citizens of the European Union.

European realities

=Yes ®=No = Don't know

Figure 15: EU citizens can choose not to be a citizens of the European Union.

Figure 19 shows variety of opinions on this topic. 24,8 % of respondents agree with this
statement and state that EU citizens can choose not to be EU citizens anymore. On the
opposite side one third of respondents (31,8 %) answers negative on this topic. Another 35,8
% of respondents do not know can EU citizens choose not to be a citizens of European Union.

National realities

% BG HR Ccz GR FR LV PL SwW
Yes 16,4 34,0 10,3 26,3 10,5 32,0 38,3 15,1
No 25,9 27,4 61,4 15,7 56,8 22,9 35,8 40,7
Don't know 50,2 35,8 25,5 57,0 31,8 44,7 25,9 37,9

Table 30: EU citizens can choose not to be a citizens of the European Union.

According to National realities majority of affirmative answers on this topic come from PL
(38,3 %). Most of the negative answers come from CZ (61,4 %) and FR (56,8 %). Somewhere
(BG, GR), every second respondent answered that he doesn’t know if EU citizens can choose
not to be a citizen of the European Union, in some countries it is a case with one third of
respondents (HR, FR, LV, SW,) so we can conclude that this topic is grey area for large number
of respondents. EU citizens can choose not to be a citizens of the European Union®?
throughout national referendum - a voting process in which are included all the people in a
country or an area and asked to express their opinion about important and relevant issue or
decide an important political or social question. If majority of citizens decide to leave EU,
government has a right to start process of withdraw from the European Union.

12 Treaty on European Union, (Article 50): "Any Member State may decide to withdraw from the Union in
accordance with its own constitutional requirements."
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Education Europeae

EU citizens can choose not to be a citizens of the European

Union.
Have you eve.'r had CIt/zensf'up education Yes No Don't know
during you schooling?
Yes 25,3 % 39,6 % 332%
No 25,0 % 36,1 % 36,8 %
Don't know 21,1 % 26,1 % 51,7 %
Was/is learning abogt EU part of your Yes No Don't know
education?
Yes 26,2 % 40,9 % 31,4%
No 24,2 % 35,8 % 37,7 %
Don't know 21,4 % 22,3 % 54,5 %
Have you ever been educated a.bout EU Yes No Don't know
through non-formal education?
Yes 31,8% 392 % 27,6 %
No 20,2 % 38,9 % 38,6 %
Don't know 17,6 % 18,0 % 62,4 %

Table 31: Correlation between Education Europeae and statement ,EU citizens can choose not to be citizens of the European
Union.”

Table 31 confirms that respondents are not sure about answer on this topic. Difference
between those who had citizenship education and those who had not citizenship education is
minimal, and between those who had learning about EU included and those who had not is 2
% difference, however, is more noticeable in case of those who had been educated about EU
through non-formal education (11,6 % in their favour), but still a lot of them also share
negative opinion on this topic or do not know.

2.4 EU priorities and enlargement

This section of report is dedicated to respondents’ opinion on 10 current EU priorities defined
by Jean-Claude Juncker!®. Furthermore, respondents will express their opinion about benefits
of enlargement policies and whether they support Juncker's plan that EU citizens need a five-
years pause from enlargement of EU.

13 Jean-Claude Juncker is president of European Comission
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European realities

80,00%
70,00%
60,00%
50,00%
40,00%
30,00%
20,00%
0,00%
E 5 =% ®F ¢ T 5 %
T = c @ £ c = K] - 5] =
£ = $E =g o <2 23 g w g
E £ =5 = = E o 2 - = = =]
=) o s ':&’j% S - 2= w2 = == o )
or (5]
& o 2 8 222 §5 SE £z 2= w® i
2 & SE. %z 8F E3 fE: &z % g
o g = >T T o &% — T= OTLTE P & 2
2 E = DS Ec B gz c 5 o x 3 w E = £
] = g2 §£3 2% g = 3 S 5]
=] = CEQ h;t} T b= mZ s = o
- > © w5 ] c - o L] @ 3 E @ 15 e
7 E - = & a4y = T C =l & £ = < ©
3 & S = & = &2 g o & ° <
o 3] 27T = = © < g = 2
= = © — 8
= w © @ @ = =
= = v = < E =3 w5 2 S
Pt [:1]
= 8] (2] <L
T S S [} i
g 5 <@ g  <E
<L

Figure 16: In your opinion, which of the 10 priorities, defined by Jean-Claud Juncker, are most important?

Most of the respondents consider that number one priority is a new boost for jobs, growth
and investment (74, 7 %).Secondly comes an area of justice and fundamental rights based on
mutual trust (44,7 %). Third priority on list is a deeper and fairer Economic and Monetary
Union with 41,6 %. Next on the list is a deeper and fairer internal market with a strengthened
industrial base (33,6 %). A new policy on migration is next important priority on the list for
one third of respondents (29,2 %). Sixth priority is a union of democratic change (25,4 %).
Seventh is a resilient Energy Union with a forward-looking climate change policy (24,0 %).
Eighth priority, according to the respondents' opinion, is EU as a stronger global actor (20,8
%). Ninth is a need for connected digital single market (16,7 %) and the last is a reasonable
and balanced Free trade agreement with the USA (11,8 %). Majority of respondents probably
decided that a new boost for jobs, growth and investment, fundamental rights, Economic and
Monetary Union are needed because of recent economic crisis that is somewhere still going
on. Area of justice and human rights and a new policy on migration are probably so high
because of ongoing migration and humanitarian crisis in the world. Every tenth respondent
also paid attention to the importance of reasonable and balanced Free trade agreement with
the USA.
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National realities

Data shows national realities considering Jean-Claude Juncker 10 current EU priorities. Almost
all of the countries share the same opinion that a new boost for jobs, growth and investment
should take first place. A connected digital single market is important to 30,2 % of respondents
28,9 % from CZ. A resilient Energy Union with a forward-looking climate change policy is
important priority in HR (35,4 %). For 43,7 % respondents from BG a deeper and fairer internal
market with a strengthened industrial base is also important priority, same as 51,4 % from LV.
A deeper and fairer Economic and Monetary Union is another important policy and has most
of responses in LV (52,2 %). Every second respondent from HR point out an area of justice and
fundamental rights based on mutual trust, same as 64,1 % respondents from FR.

Next area of interest are benefits of EU enlargement policy. Respondents were offered to
choose which of them do they consider as most important.

European realities

The economic reforms in these countries have led to high rates of
economic growth (higher than the EU) and better employment prospects

In Central and Eastern Europe, stable democracies have emerged, with
democratic institutions and increased respect for minorities

Enlargement will strengthen the Union’s role in world affairs - in foreign
and security policy, trade policy, and the other fields of global governance

The arrival of new members will enrich the EU through increased cultural
diversity, interchange of ideas, and bhetter understanding of other peoples

There will be a better quality of life for citizens throughout Europe as the
new members adopt EU policies for protection of the environment and
the fight against crime, drugs and illegal immigration

The addition of more than 100 million people, in rapidly growing
aconomies, to the EU’s market of 370 million will boost economic growth
and create jobsin both old and new member states

The extension of the zone of peace, stability and prosperity in Europe will
enhance the security of all its peoples

0,00% 10,00%  20,00%  30,00%  40,00%  50,00%  60,00%

Figure 17: Which benefits of EU enlargement policy do you consider as most important?

For 52,5 % of respondents most important benefit of EU enlargement policy is that the
extension of the zone of peace, stability and prosperity in Europe will enhance the security of
all its peoples. Every second respondent (50,1 %) also states that the arrival of new members
will enrich the EU through increased cultural diversity, interchange of ideas, and better
understanding of other peoples. That there will be a better quality of life for citizens
throughout Europe as the new members adopt EU policies for protection of the environment
and the fight against crime, drugs and illegal immigration think 43,7 % of respondents. For
every third respondent (31,2 %) important benefit is that the economic reforms in these
countries'* have led to high rates of economic growth (higher than the EU) and better
employment prospects. That enlargement will strengthen the Union’s role in world affairs - in

14 Central and Eastern Europe; mentioned in following statement
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foreign and security policy, trade policy, and the other fields of global governance thinks 29,4
% of respondents. Another 28,7 % thinks that the addition of more than 100 million people,
in rapidly growing economies, to the EU’s market of 370 million will boost economic growth
and create jobs in both old and new member states, is also important benefit. In the last place,
with 19,7 % of respondents is benefit which mention that in Central and Eastern Europe, stable
democracies have emerged, with democratic institutions and increased respect for minorities.
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National realities

For 2 countries (HR, LV) the extension of the zone of peace, stability and prosperity in Europe
is first choice. Second most popular benefit among MS is that the arrival of new members will
enrich the EU through increased cultural diversity, interchange of ideas, and better
understanding of other peoples.

Last part of this section checks if respondents support with Juncker’s plan that EU needed a
five-year pause from enlargement of EU.

European realities

= |support = Idon'tsupport = Never heard of it

Figure 18: Do you support Juncker's plan that EU citizens need a five-year pause from enlargement of EU?

Answers on this question are pretty antithetical — on the one hand 32,6 % of respondents
support Juncker's plan and think that EU citizens need a five-year pause from enlargement of
EU and on the other hand 29,3 % of respondents do not support that plan. However, most of
them (38,1 %), have never heard of such a plan.

National realities

Data shows different national realities considering Juncker's plan about a five-year pause
from enlargement of EU. Most of the countires have supported pause from enlargement — PL
(58,3 %), HR (45,5 %), LV (44,4 %), SW (44,2 %). MS who thinks differently and do not support
a plan are BG (20,8 %) and CZ (36,0 %). Another thing that is visible from this study is high
percentage of respondents who never heard of a plan among some of the countires — BG (64,4
%), FR (59,6 %), LV (49,6 %), SW (44,0 %) are some of them, but situation in other MS is around
one third of all of the answers.

All in all, most of the MS supported Juncker's five-year pause from enlargement and
percentage of those who have not hear about that plan is not to neglect.
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Education Europeae

Do you support Juncker's plan that EU need a five-year
pause from enlargement of EU?

Have youde:,:\;s;;flztflst;eonc;?rl;z ?educatlon | support | don't support Never heard of it
Yes 335% 333% 312%
No 27,7 % 32,9% 37,5%
Don't know 28,2 % 14,2 % 56,5 %

Was/is Iearnlrerzjctiai?;nE?U part of your | support | don't support Never heard of it
Yes 359% 31,8% 22,7 %
No 27,5 % 30,9 % 39,5%
Don't know 19,6 % 32,8% 45,5 %

Have you ever been educated about EU .
| | ' N h f

through non-formal education? support don't support ever heard of it
Yes 39,5% 374% 219%
No 25,7 % 24,9 % 47,3 %
Don't know 15,8 % 46,7 % 342 %

Table 32: Correlation between Education Europeae and support to Juncker's plan that EU citizens need a five-year pause
from enlargement of EU

Situation considering respondent’s citizenship education and education about Europe is
following — respondents who had citizenship education support a plan while those who had
not such education do not support plan, but data are really similar for both, so there is a lot
of divided opinions currently present in both cases. Another element which is visible from
Table 32 is that respondents who had citizenship education and education about Europe in
formal and non-formal education answers in lower percentage that they never heard of
Juncker's plan about five-year pause from enlargement of EU.

2.5 The image of EU and added value of membership

In this section there will be word about type of image that EU presents to respondents,
respondents’ opinion about membership in the EU — do they consider it as a good thing or
maybe a bad thing. Respondents were also asked to evaluate how participation in EU (or non-
participation) effects some of the areas like agriculture, immigration, the economy, industry,
education etc.

Firstly, respondents needed to express what type of image EU presents to them — positive,
negative or neutral.

Page | 37



European realities
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§ Positive image

Figure 19: What type of image EU presents to you?

= Neutral image

= Negative image

Don't know

For every second respondent (50,4 %) EU presents positive image while for 9,3 % of them EU

presents negative image. Proportion of those who have neutral image when speaking about
EU is also high and numbers 34,8 % while 5,5 % don't know.

National realities

Trustin the EU has gained ground, and for most of the respondent, EU presents positive image
(52,6 % in FR and 52,0 % in BG), although in some, most of the respondents’ state that for
now, that image is more neutral then positive — for 44,7 % respondents from CZ and 53,6 %

from LV it is that case.
Education Europeae

What type of image EU presents to you?

Have you ever had citizenship

Table 33: Correlation between Education Europeae and type of image that EU presents to respondents

education during you schooling? Positive image | Neutral image | Negative image Don't know
Yes 54,4 % 32,5% 92% 4,0%
No 47,6 % 37,6 % 9,7 % 5,1%
Don't know 44,3 % 40,1 % 8,2 % 7,4 %

Was/is /earmr;g{;j;cb;ti/;nE?U part of your Positive image | Neutral image | Negative image Don't know
Yes 55,0 % 31,9% 92% 39%
No 47,2 % 38,3% 9,5 % 5,1%
Don't know 53,2% 30,3 % 9,7% 6,8 %

Hav:h); gz;;; irrol:f;:r;ilﬁ‘gsgaify‘#t EU Positive image | Neutral image | Negative image Don't know
Yes 58,0 % 29,8 % 8,4% 3,7%
No 43,0 % 41,5 % 10,6 % 4,9 %
Don't know 64,0 % 22,0% 5,8 % 8,2%

Table 33 shows that people who had citizenship education perceive EU image more positive

than people who had not such education, even though 47,6 % thinks of EU as a positive. If
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learning about EU was part of respondents’ education it is slightly more likely that they will
see EU image as positive. For six out of ten respondents who have been educated about EU
through non-formal education EU presents positive image and those who have not been
educated about EU through non-formal education tend to keep their image of EU more as
neutral. It is to conclude that most of the respondents, whether they had or had not Education
Europeae, see EU image more as positive than negative and Education Europeae only increase
that numbers.

Secondly, respondents needed to express what do they think about membership in the EU- is
it a good thing, a bad thing or non of those?

European realities

= A good thing = Neither a good, neither a bad thing
= A bad thing Don't know

Figure 20: Generally speaking, what do you think that membership of the EU is?

In 12 countries, the EU membership mostly conjures up a good thing (58, 7 %). Percentage of
those who describes EU membership neither a good, neither a bad thing is 30,0 %. Just 5,4 %
percentage of responders describe EU family as bad thing.

National realities

Most of respondents in FR (77,2 %), GR (74,3), PL (66,5 %) shares an attitude that EU
membership is a good thing. In some countries, the percentage of those who assess the EU
membership as neither a good, neither a bad thing is greater than the percentage of those
who assessed the EU membership as a good thing —BG (52,5 % - 45,5 %), CZ (40,0 % - 39,8 %),
LV (44,8 % - 33,3 %). The neutral image is predominant in some countries. The percentage of
those who experience the EU membership as negative is not so high. On that list CZ leads with
15,3 %.
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Generally speaking, what do you think that membership of the EU is?

Have you ever had citizenship

Neither a good,

Table 34: Generally speaking, what do you think that membership of the EU is?

education during you schooling? Agood thing | neitherabad A bad thing Don't know
) thing
Yes 63,5 % 27,7% 55% 34%
No 55,3 % 32,9 % 5,6 % 6,2 %
Don't know 53,0 % 33,5% 50% 8,4 %
Neith
Was/is learning about EU part of your el e.r @
education? A good thing good, neither A bad thing Don't know
) a bad thing
Yes 64,7 % 25,5% 5,6 % 4,2 %
No 55,3 % 34,2 % 52 % 5,2%
Don't know 55,3% 28,8 % 7,4 % 8,5%
Have you ever been educated about EU Ne|ther @
through non-formal education? Agood thing |~ 8000, neither A bad thing Don't know
a bad thing
Yes 68,1 % 23,0 % 54 % 3,5%
No 50,8 % 37,4 % 57% 6,2 %
Don't know 67,5% 23,2 % 4,3% 5,0%

Table 34 shows that people who had citizenship education perceive EU membership more as

a good thing than people who had not such education, even though 55,3 % thinks of EU as a

good thing. If learning about EU was part of respondents’ education it is slightly more likely

that they will see EU membership as a good thing. For seven out of ten respondents who have

been educated about EU through non-formal education EU membership presents a good

thing. It is to conclude that most of the respondents, whether they had or had not Education

Europeae, see membership of the EU more as good thing than a bad thing and Education

Europeae only support that opinion.
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Thirdly, respondents from MS were asked to evaluate, if their countries were outside of the
EU, how would it reflect on following 15 areas: agriculture, inflation and cost of living,
immigration, employment, the economy, health, education, industry, protection of personal
dana, trade, energy, foreign affairs, environment and fighting against climate change, gender
equality and scientific research.

European realities
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Figure 21: If your country were outside of the EU, how would it be in each of the following areas? (MS only)

In 12 areas majority of Europeans think that their country would not do as well outside of the
EU, especially in areas of employment, the economy, trade and scientific research. In area of
health a majority answered ‘neither better nor worse’ (36,9 %). They are nonetheless highly
divided over area of agriculture (34,3 % ‘worse’ and 32,5 % ‘better’).
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Better 35, 28, 31, 30, 33, 38, 38, 40, 46, 47, 45, 45, 47, 46, 44,
6 9 9 4 6 7 2 2 2 2 1 9 8 1 1
Neither better nor 18, 17, 17, 15, 18, 21, 22, 20, 18, 15, 17, 15, 17, 17, 18,
worse 2 4 1 9 1 0 4 1 3 5 6 5 1 3 5
BG W 37, 44, 42, 46, 40, 32, 31, 30, 24, 27, 26, 26, 26, 24, 24,
orse 2 6 | 9| 9] 8| 3| 7|3 | 6| 9| 3| s8] o] s | 3
Don't know 8,9 9,1 8,1 6,8 7,6 8,0 7,7 9,4 10, 9,4 11, 11, 9,1 12, 13,
9 0 7 1 1
Better 22, 17, 22, 12, 12, 15, 14, 12, 17, 13, 17, 15, 13, 12, 12,
9 8 7 6 8 4 6 6 5 8 5 9 6 7 7
Neither better nor 35, 36, 27, 27, 28, 42, 35, 36, 31, 22, 33, 27, 25, 34, 25,
HR worse 2 5 7 7 2 7 1 3 9 8 5 1 8 6 8
Worse 25, 32, 36, 53, 50, 34, 45, 39, 34, 54, 36, 46, 50, 44, 50,
4 7 3 4 8 3 1 6 9 6 4 1 1 4 2
Don't know 16, 13, 13, 6,3 8,2 7,6 5,2 11, 15, 8,8 12, 10, 10, 8,3 11,
5 0 2 5 7 6 9 5 3
Better 43, | 23, | 24, 12, 12, | 14, | 16, 16, 17, 13, 11, 13, 12, @ 11, @13,
4 9 8 8 6 8 1 1 8 8 4 1 0 3 0
Neither better nor 19, 25, 30, 26, 34, 45, 30, 33, 40, 33, 39, 35, 36, 45, 28,
cz worse 5 4 1 6 1 1 7 5 4 0 3 7 1 6 5
Worse 26, 43, 39, 54, 47, 31, 46, 39, 28, 42, 35, 39, 38, 32, 51,
9 4 3 7 2 5 0 5 4 4 2 3 6 5 5
Don't know 10, 7,3 5,7 59 6,1 8,5 7,2 10, 13, 10, 14, 11, 13, 10, 6,9
2 9 5 8 1 9 3 7
Better 37, 31, | 15, @ 14, 16, 11, 69 | 11, | 16 | 14, 67 57 41 | 60 69
2 3 0 2 9 1 4 0 0
Neither better nor 23, 10, 26, 17, 17, 41, 30, 28, 27, 13, 16, 16, 18, 22, 17,
FR worse 2 6 7 4 1 8 1 7 6 6 4 9 5 8 0
Worse 25, 46, 45, 55, 51, 34, 54, 40, 30, 62, 60, 64, 64, 60, 64,
7 2 6 3 5 3 7 8 4 3 1 4 7 2 8
Don't know 13, 12, 12, 13, 14, 12, 8,3 19, 26, 10, 16, 13, 12, 11, 11,
8 0 8 1 6 9 1 0 1 8 0 8 0 3
Better 39, 31, 21, 25, 25, 30, 20, 36, 16, 17, 15, 7,9 11, 9,9 10,
5 4 9 7 1 0 3 8 3 1 4 5 1
Neither better nor 21, 27, 26, 29, 25, 32, 36, 23, 27, 27, 26, 20, 35, 51, 21,
v worse 3 5 7 8 9 9 1 6 4 8 1 0 0 8 8
Worse 26, 19, 29, 30, 31, 24, 31, 20, 24, 39, 26, 44, 25, 19, 36,
4 7 5 4 8 3 0 9 5 7 7 8 5 6 4
Don't know 12, 21, 21, 14, 17, 12, 12, 18, 31, 15, 31, 27, 28, 18, 31,
8 4 9 1 2 8 5 7 8 4 7 3 0 8 7
Better 18, 16, 20, 10, | 11, @ 89 @ 16, 21, 17, | 13, 16, 15, 10, | 11, 68
2 4 7 5 1 8 0 3 2 8 5 3 7
Neither better nor 9,8 23, 19, 13, 14, 43, 34, 12, 25, 12, 24, 18, 13, 20, 17,
pL worse 4 0 6 0 1 0 6 3 5 1 2 5 6 1
Worse 63, 43, 47, 63, 64, 33, 37, 52, 35, 64, 42, 46, 60, 55, 64,
8 1 8 0 1 6 3 9 4 4 2 4 3 8 8
Don't know 8,2 17, 12, 13, 10, 14, 11, 13, 22, 9,9 17, 19, 15, 11, 11,
2 6 0 9 4 8 4 0 0 9 9 9 3
30, 5,4 13, 8,1 8,3 7,8 11, 7,0 8,7 4,5 7,8 5,4 7,6 6,7 4,7
Better
6 0 8
Neither better nor 26, 27, 35, 28, 28, 39, 39, 29, 33, 28, 33, 30, 33, 37, 31,
W worse 2 9 5 3 2 0 1 2 9 5 8 3 2 5 0
Worse 33, 55, 36, 54, 53, 42, 40, 51, 40, 54, 43, 52, 49, 44, 53,
1 9 4 8 4 1 1 9 7 6 4 4 5 1 3
Don't know 10, 10, 15, 8,7 10, 11, 8,9 11, 16, 12, 15, 11, 9,7 11, 11,
1 8 1 1 1 9 7 5 0 8 8 0
- 39, 35, 24, 20, 20, 17, 16, 20, 22, 14, 11, 15, 10, 6,9 7,9
2 5 2 6 9 4 7 7 8 0 2 2 1
Neither better nor 23, 22, 31, 27, 20, 48, 37, 24, 28, 17, 26, 29, 25, 43, 26,
GR worse 8 3 0 0 5 2 0 7 5 0 1 7 8 4 6
Worse 26, 29, 32, 43, 48, 24, 39, 40, 35, 61, 45, 40, 53, 39, 51,
7 6 9 1 7 3 8 2 0 1 9 9 8 8 5
Don't know 10, 12, 11, 9,3 9,9 10, 6,5 14, 13, 7,9 16, 14, 10, 9,9 14,
3 6 9 1 4 8 7 2 3 0

Table 35: If your country were outside of the EU, how would it be in each of the following areas? (MS only)
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Respondents from BG say, if their country were outside the EU, that situation would be better
in 10 areas and for the remaining 5 are highly divided. In HR respondents state that situation
would be worse in all listed areas but in area of agriculture are extremely divided. In CZ and
FR situation would be worse in 14 areas but better in area of agriculture. For LV, in 4 areas
situation would be better if country were outside of EU, and in remaining 11 it would be worse.
In PLand SW, situation in all 15 areas would be worse if country were not part of EU and most
of the respondents agree in all areas, but in SW respondents are extremely divided about area
of agriculture. For GR situation would be worse in 13 areas if country were outside of EU, but
for areas of agriculture and inflation and the cost of living situation, in their opinion, would be
better even though opinions are highly divided.
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The European parliament

The European Parliament is the directly elected parliamentary institution of the EU. Together
with the Council of the European Union (the Council) and the European Commission, it
exercises the legislative function of the EU. The Parliament represent one of the largest
democratic electorate in the world. The Parliament is the "main institution"!> of the EU. EP
elects the President of the Commission, and approves or rejects the appointment of the
Commission as a whole.

In following section there will be word about awareness of EP and its activities, elections and
role (3.1). Respondents will state which of the offered values should EP define as a matter of
priority and which are prior policies of EP in their opinion(3.2).

3.1 Awareness of the European Parliament

Firstly, respondents needed to clarify which of the European institutions, in their opinion, best
represents the EU.

European realities

1 The European Parliament 1 The European Commission

= The Council of the European Union = Don't know
Figure 22: Which of the following institutions, in your opinion, best represents the EU?

For 41,6 % of respondents’ institution that best represents the EU is the European Parliament.
For every fifth of them it is the European Commission and for 11,3 % it is the Council of the
European Union. 27,1 % do not know.

15EP is mentioned first in the treaties and have ceremonial precedence over all authority at European level
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National realities

9% BG HR Cz GR FR LV PL SW
The EP 42,9 47,9 \ 38,6 35,0 43,6 37,2 23,6 53,2
The EC 43,9 15,5 22,0 11,5 16,7 14,8 28,4 12,2
The 9,9 7,8 24,4 13,9 10,3 9,9 16,6 11,5
Council
Don't know 2,4 26,2 14,7 39,4 28,6 38,1 31,4 22,2

Table 36: Which of the following institutions, in your opinion, best represents the EU?

Most countries point out the EP as the most representative institution of the EU while most
of the respondents from BG and PL it is the EC.

Education Europeae

Which of the following institutions, in your opinion, best represents
the EU?
Have you eve.'r had c1tlzensl?/p The E'uropean The Eur.op.ean The Council Don't know

education during you schooling? parliament Commission

Yes 43,0% 19,6 % 12,9% 242 %

No 40,2 % 21,5% 9,3 % 28,5 %

Don't know 319% 13,4 % 12,4 % 42,0%

Was/is learning GbOl:It EU partof your | The E'uropean The Eur.op.ean The Council Don't know

education? parliament Commission

Yes 44,8 % 21,8% 12,2 % 20,8 %

No 39,2 % 19,7 % 10,8 % 29,8 %

Don't know 29,1% 8,8 % 8,8% 53,1%

Have you ever been educated a{yout EU @ The E.uropean The Eur.op.ean The Council Don't know

through non-formal education? parliament Commission

Yes 45,3 % 24,2 % 11,5% 18,9 %

No 39,3% 17,7 % 11,6 % 31,0%

Don't know 332% 12,9 % 6,9 % 46,5 %

Table 37: Correlation between Education Europeae and respondents opinion on best representative institution of EU

Respondents in general, whether they had or had not Education Europeae, state that it is the
EP that is for them the most representative institution of EU, but respondents who had
Education Europeae provide around 5 % more of that answer. Respondents who did not have
non-formal education about Europe provide more ,Don't know” answers then respondents
who had such education.
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Secondly, respondents were asked about how informed they feel about EPs' activities.

European realities

= Well informed

= Not well informed

= Don't know

Figure 23: In general, how well informed do you feel about the European Parliaments' activities?
Majority of respondents (67,8 %) feel like they are not informed enough about EP's activities
while only 17,2 % of them think that they are well informed. 13,0 % of respondents don't

know.

National realities

% BG HR cz GR FR Lv PL SW
Wellinformed =~ 24,7 17,9 26,3 19,1 16,7 7,5 9,7 28,1
Not well 708 | 692 55,2 57,5 78,2 79,4 67,8 61,6
informed
Don't know 4,3 9,9 17,4 22,2 3,4 13,0 22,3 9,8

Table 38: In general, how well informed do you feel about the European Parliaments' activities?

In generall, all of the countries do not feel well informed about EP's activities. Respondents of

SW an CZ feel most informed while respondents from LV feel least informed about EP's

activities.

Education Europeae

In general, how well informed do you feel about the European
Parliaments' activities?

Have you eve.'r had (:/t/zensI?/p Well informed Not well informed Don't know
education during you schooling?
Yes 29,9 % 53,1% 17,0%
No 18,3 % 71,2 % 10,5 %
Don't know 3,4% 25,5% 71,1 %
Was/is | i bout EU part
as/lis eam”;ggazlilon? part of your Well informed Not well informed Don't know
Yes 31,1% 51,2 % 17,7 %
No 18,0 % 73,1 % 8,9 %
Don't know 58% 28,3% 65,9 %
H E
av:h); ZZ;;; iroi?;:r;ilfecgzgaat;?r’t v Well informed Not well informed Don't know
Yes 32,1% 50,3 % 49,7 %
No 17,0% 64,2 % 18,8 %
Don't know 6,9 % 33,1% 60,0 %

Table 39: Correlation between Education Europeae and information about European Parliaments' activities
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Even though in general, all respondents do not feel well informed about EPs' activities, those
respondents who had citizenship education feel more informed than those respondents who
did not have such education. In second case, if education about Europe was included in their
education, respondents feel slightly more informed, and if respondents had non-formal
education about Europe they feel even more informed about EPs' activities (32,1 %).

In the last part of this section respondents were asked about their opinion on how members
of EP sit in the EP at all. Is it according to their political affinities or maybe their nationality?

European realities

u Their political affinities = Their nationality = Don't know

Figure 24: In your opinion, do members of EP sit in the EP according to...?

In opinion of 44,8 % of respondents, members of EP sit there because of their political affinities
while 25,3 % of them think it is because of their nationality. Around third of respondents (29,9
%) do not know.
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National realities

o BG HR cz GR FR LV PL SW
0

Theirpolitical | 3¢ | 567 44,2 36,1 43,8 383 44,2 56,4
affinities

Their

nationalit 492 | 16,5 36,8 18,4 32,1 19,0 25,5 20,3
y

Don't know 18,4 | 239 17,2 44.4 216 42,7 30,1 22,6

Table 40: In your opinion, do members of EP sit in the EP according to...?

Majority of respondents from HR, CZ, FR, PL; and SW think that members of EP sit in the EP
because of their political affinities, while most of the respondents from BG think it is because
of their nationality. Respondents from GR, LV however, answer ,Don't know" in majority of
answers on this question.

Education Europeae

In your opinion, do members of EP sit in the EP according

to...?
Have you eve.'r had CIt/zensf.up education Thelr.pf)I'ltlcaI Their nationality Don't know
during you schooling? affinities
Yes 48,5 % 25,5% 249%
No 42,0 % 24,0 % 33,3%
Don't know 35,3% 16,9 % 46,7 %
Was/is learning abogt EU part of your Thelr.p.ol.ltlcal Their nationality Don't know
education? affinities
Yes 51,9% 23,8% 23,2 %
No 41,1 % 24,8 % 332%
Don't know 25,2 % 23,8 % 50,1 %
Have you ever been educated a{aout EU Thelr.p.ol.ltlcal Their nationality Don't know
through non-formal education? affinities
Yes 54,3 % 21,6 % 24,0%
No 40,4 % 26,9 % 31,8%
Don't know 24,7 % 20,1 % 53,3%

Table 41: Correlation between Education Europeae and opinion on why members of EP sit in the EP

Respondents who had citizenship education, as well as respondents who had not such
education, in majority answer that members of EP sit in EP because of their political affinities
If learning about EU was included in their education, they answer that it is because of their
political affinities in bigger proportions and if respondents have been educated about EU
through non-formal education in even larger proportions. Respondents who did not have
Education Europeae provide more of ,,Don't know" as an answer.
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3.2 Role and policies of the European Parliament

In this section respondents were initially asked about values that should be defined as a
matter of priority by the EP. They were offered several of them and they needed to decide
which three of them do they consider as most important.

European realities

The protection of human rights
Equality between men and women
Freedom of speech

Solidarity between EU Member States

Solidarity between the EU and poor countriesin the
world

The dialogue between cultures and religions

The protection of minorities

The abolition of the death penalty throughout the
world

Immigration

0,00% 10,00% 20,00% 30,00% 40,00% 50,00% 60,00% 70,00%

Figure 25: Which of the following values, in your opinion, should the EP defend as a matter of priority?
In opinion shared by majority of respondents (67,7 %), the protection of human rights is the
value that should EP defend as a matter of priority. Following value, that should be matter of
priority, according to our respondents, is solidarity between EU Member States (36,6 %)
followed by the freedom of speech (35,9 %). Next value on the list is the dialogue between
cultures and religions (28,9 %) immediately followed by solidarity between the EU and poor
countries in the world (26,1 %). Equality between men and women is next value with 25,5 %
of votes and after is immigration (21,5 %). Values that are least popular among respondents
are the protection of minorities (15,1 %) and the abolition of the death penalty throughout
the world (5,1 %).

Page | 49



Clicking with Voters

National realities

The protection of human rights is value that most of the countries, GR (85,2 %), HR (77,2 %),
FR (74,3 %), LV (72,8 %), SW (60,7 %), PL (59,3 %), find as a number one priority when
discussing values that the EP should defend. That equality between man and women is highly
valued in GR (54,8 %). Freedom of speech is highly responsive in SW (42,3 %), HR (41,6 %) and
is part around third of responses from other countries while in CZ (46,4 %) is most important
value that EP should defend as matter of priority. Solidarity between EU MS is important in
opinion of 58,9 % respondents from HR, 42,6 % from PL, 41,6 % from LV and in BG it is value
which contains largest number of responses (47,1 %). The dialogue between cultures and
religions contains 43,9 % of responses in GR and 41,4 % in FR. The protection of minorities is
mostly represented in CZ (30,7 %) while immigration is mostly represented in PL (46,0 %), FR
(37,9 %) and LV (31,4 %). The abolition of the death penalty throughout the world only in CZ
contains above one out of ten respondents (14,1 %) while in rest of the countries is below that
number.
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Secondly, knowing that the EP promotes the development of certain policies at EU level,
respondents needed to state, in their opinion, which of stated policies should be given priority.

European realities

Tackling poverty and social exclusion
Coordinating economic; budget and tax policies
Improving consumer and public health protection

Combating terrorism while respecting individual freedoms

A security and defence policy that enebles the EU to face up to international
crises

An immigration policy implemented in consulation with countries of origin

Combating climate change

An agricultiral policy that is enviromentally firendly and contributesto the
global food balance
A foreign policy that enebles the EU to speak with one voice on the
international stage
A research and development (R&D) policy that ensures competitiveness and
innovation

The assertion of a European social model

0,0% 10,0% 20,0% 30,0% 40,0% 50,0% 60,0%

Figure 26: Which of the following policies, in your opinion, should be given priority?

For majority of respondents, tackling of poverty and social exclusion (60,2 %) should be the
policy that EP should promote as priority. For 40,7 % of them, combating terrorism should be
set up as priority and for another 36,6 % important policy is connected with coordinating
economic, budget and tax. Possibility of improved consumer and public health protection is
important to 32,4 % of respondents. For 27,7 % of respondents priority is a security and
defence policy that enables the EU to face up to international crises. Slightly less (27,6 %)
consider an immigration policy implemented in consultation with countries of origin as
important. Around quarter of respondents as a important policy see combating climate
change (26,4 %) and an agricultural policy that is environmentally friendly (26,1 %). For
another fifth of them, a foreign policy that enables the EU to speak with one voice on the
international stage (21,7 %), should be set as a priority, and with similar response there are
policies concerning the assertion of a European social model (19,7 %) and a research and
development (R&D) policy that ensures competitiveness and innovation (19,6 %).

Page | 51



Clicking with Voters

National realities

For majority of respondents coming from BG (60,5 %), HR (57,9 %), GR (68,1 %), FR (59,4 %),
LV (64,5 %), SW (80,9 %) tackling poverty and social exclusion is priority number one when
discussing policies that EP should promote. In CZ respondents are somewhat equally divided
among all priorities considering that none of the offered policies is above 40 % and below 20
% of votes except the assertion of a European social model (10,5 %), however most important
to CZ respondents is a security and defence policy that enables the EU to face up to
international crises (39,7 %). In PL, most important policy that should be set as a priority is
coordination of economic; budget and tax policy (54,3 %). Combating terrorism while
respecting individual freedoms is highly positioned in LV (55,2 %), PL (46,8 %), and SW (40,6
%). An immigration policy implemented in consultation with countries of origin have lot of
instigators in FR (50,6 %), SW (43,3 %) and GR (40,5 %). Coordinating economic; budget and
tax policies are important to 45,7 % of HR respondents. Improving consumer and public health
protection highly rates in LVI (50,1 %) and HR (45,3 %). Policy that considers combating climate
change is highly valued in BG (33,0 %) and FR (32,5 %).

What is following is question about the EP's decisions. More accurately, do respondents
consider decisions of the EP adopted above all according to the political affinities of the MEPs
or according to interests of the MS from which the MEPs come or, maybe, both.

European realities

= According to the political affinities of the MEPs

m According to the interests of the Member States from which the MEPs come
Both
Don't know

Figure 27: Would you say that the EP's decisions are adopted above all...?

Majority of the respondents (38,8 %) thinks that both the EP's decisions are adopted above all
according to both of the stated reasons while 25,5 % of them it is only according to the
interests of the MS from which the MEPs come and, on the other hand, 15,4 % of them thinks
it is only according to the political affinities of the MEPs. Every two out of ten respondents
(20,3 %) do not know.
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National realities

Most of the respondents from BG, FR and SW think that the EP's decisions are adopted above
all according to the interests of the MS from which the MEPs come. Respondents from HR in
highest number (26,4 %) support opinion that it is like that according to the political affinities
of the MEPs but majority of HR, as well majority from CZ, GR, LV, PL, thinks it is according to
both of stated reasons.

Education Europeae

Would you say that the EP's decisions are adopted above all...?

According to the

Have you ever had citizenship According to the | jhterests of the
education during you schooling? political affinities | s from which Both Don't know
of the MEPs ' the MEPs come
Yes 15,9 % 28,4 % 38,5% 16,2 %
No 14,7 % 23,3 % 38,7 % 22,6 %
Don't know 14,2 % 14,0 % 36,9 % 34,0%

) According to the
Was/is learning about EU part of your |According to the | jnterests of the

education? political affinities | nms from which Both Don't know
of the MEPS | the MEPs come
Yes 17,0 % 25,8% 41,9 % 14,3 %
No 14,6 % 25,6 % 36,7 % 22,4 %
Don't know 7,6 % 19,4 % 28,4 % 43,7 %

According to the

A i h
ccording to the interests of the

Have you ever been educated about EU

through non-formal education? political affinities MS from which Both Don't know
of the MEPs
the MEPs come
Yes 27,3% 18,0 % 40,5 % 13,5%
No 24,7 % 14,3 % 37,4 % 22,7 %
Don't know 18,1 % 8,1% 34,0% 38,2 %

Table 42: Correlation between Education Europeae and opinion on reasons for adoption of the EPs decisions

Respondents who had citizenship education during their schooling and respondents who did
not have such education have similar opinions on this question, only respondents who had
citizenship education provide less ,Don't know” answer. If learning about EU was part of
respondents education it is more likely that he will answer ,Both” although majority of
respondents who did not have learning about EU involved in their education answer the same.
Respondents who have been educated about EU through non-formal education think in larger
numbers that the EP's decisions are adopted above all according to the political affinities of
the MEPs.

For the end of this section, respondents were asked do they want to see EP play a more
important tor less important role than it currently does.

European realities

Page | 53



= More important
Figure 28: Would you like to see the EP play a more important or less important role than it currently does?

® |essimportant

# The same

Don't know

Clicking with Voters

45,8 % of respondents would like to see the EP playing a more important role than it currently
does while only 7,8 % would like that role to be less salient. Around fifth of respondents (21,5
%) would like that role of the EP stay the same while around quarter of respondents don't

know.

National realities

% BG HR (o4 GR FR LV PL SW
More 22,0 49,7 20,0 20,0 58,3 78,6 47,5 42,2
important
Less 19,2 6,8 17,1 17,1 3,7 1,1% 1,8% 5,4
important
The same 43,8 16,1 48,2 48,2 9,9 8,1 18,6 16,9
Don't know 11,1 23,3 13,7 13,7 26,6 10,5 31,5 35,5

Table 43: Would you like to see the EP play a more important or less important role than it currently does?

Most of the respondents from HR, FR, LV, PL, SWwould like to see the EP playing more
important role than it currently does. Respondents from BG, CZ and GR in majority want that

the role of the EP stay the same.
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Education Europeae

Would you like to see the EP play a more important or less
important role than it currently does?

Have you ever had citizenship . . .
. . . More important | Less important The same Don't know
education during you schooling?
Yes 47,6 % 8,0 % 209% 21,4 %
No 43,0 % 6,7 % 21,6 % 27,4 %
Don't know 33,2% 6,6 % 22,7% 36,1 %
Was/is /earmr;g;cbaotl;l;nE?U part of your More important | Less important The same Don't know
Yes 49,4 % 7,3% 20,8 % 20,7 %
No 42,0 % 7,4 % 22,0% 27,1%
Don't know 36,7 % 7,6 % 15,5% 38,7 %
Have you ever been educated about EU . . .
. More important | Less important The same Don't know
through non-formal education?
Yes 54,7 % 6,4 % 18,6 % 18,5 %
No 37,0% 8,1% 24,7 % 28,7 %
Don't know 43,2 % 5,8 % 14,3 % 34,6 %

Table 44: Correlation between Education Europeae and opinion on role of the EP

Opinion that the EP should play a more important role is in common to majority of the
respondents, whether they had or had not citizenship education. It is also a case when
discussing next two parameters — if learning about EU was part of respondents’ education and
non-formal education about Europe. More than every second respondent (54,7 %) think that
EP should play more important role than it currently does. What is more likely is that people
who did not have Education Europeae will provide more ,,Don't know” answer.
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Key findings

This section of report contains list of key findings divided in the same way as previous
paragraphs.

Education Europeae

Every second respondent states that he had citizenship education sometime
during schooling (Figure 1).

4 out of 10 respondents had learning about EU as a part of their education (Figure
2).

7 out of 10 respondents state that they have not been taught about EU during
their formal education (Figure 3).

Every second respondent states that he has never been educated about EU
through non-formal education (Figure 4).

Countries which had “lack” of formal EU education precede when talking about
non-formal education (Table 5).

The European Union and Europeans

Citizenship and sense of belonging to the EU

8 out of 10 respondents agree that citizenship is important (Figure 5).

2 out of 10 respondents have opinion that citizenship require everyone to have
the same religion (Figure 5).

Every second participant thinks that citizenship is about everyone sharing the
same values (Figure 5).

14,5 % of respondents disagree that EU citizen is any person who holds the
nationality of an EU country (Figure 5).

Every third respondent states that citizenship is only for someone born as a
citizen of a country and that citizenship is about everyone speaking the same
language (Figure 5).

One fifth of respondents of MSs feels like they are part of only their country
(Table 14).

European identity and national identities

Every second respondent states that European identity does not deny national
identities (Figure 7).

Some MS in quite large number think that European identity denies national
identities or do not know answer .

In opinion of 7 out of 10 respondents, the most important elements making up
European identity are values of democracy and freedom, followed by European
culture and euro which represents single European currency (Figure 8).

EU citizens' rights
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74,0 % of all respondents feel like they are not informed enough about EU
citizen’s rights in the EU (Figure 9).

“Only” one quarter of respondents (25,5 %) is familiar with European Citizen
Initiative (Figure 10).

65,4 % of respondents is not familiar with EU programme — Europe for Citizens
(Figure 11).

6 out of 10 respondents feel like their voice counts in their country (Figure 12).
Around third of respondents feels like their voice counts in the EU (Figure 13).
Quarter of respondents agree that EU citizens can choose not to be EU citizens
anymore (Figure 14).

EU priorities and enlargement

Most of the respondents consider that number one priority presented by Jean-
Claude Juncker was a new boost for jobs, growth and investment followed by an
area of justice and fundamental rights based on mutual trust and thirdly comes
need for deeper and fairer Economic and Monetary Union (Figure 15).

For every second respondent most important benefit of EU enlargement policy
was that the extension of the zone of peace, stability and prosperity in Europe
will enhance the security of all its peoples and another half of respondents point
out that the arrival of new members will enrich the EU through increased cultural
diversity, interchange of ideas, and better understanding of other peoples. Thirdly
comes increased quality of life for citizens throughout Europe as the new
members adopt EU policies for protection of the environment and the fight
against crime, drugs and illegal immigration (Figure 17).

32,6 % of respondents supported Juncker's plan and think that EU citizens needed
a five-year pause from enlargement of EU and on the other hand 29,3 % of
respondents do not support that plan. However, most of them (38,1 %), have
never heard of such a plan (Figure 19).

Most of the states support pause from enlargement — PL (58,3 %), HR (45,5 %), LV
(44,4 %), SW (44,2 %). MS who thinks differently and do not support a plan are BG
(20,8 %) and CZ (36,0 %). Another thing that is visible is high percentage of
respondents who have never heard of a plan — BG (64,4 %), FR (59,6 %), LV (49,6
%), SW (44,0 %) are some of them (Figure 20).

For every second respondent EU presents positive image while for 9,3 % of them
EU presents negative image.

In most countries, the EU membership mostly conjures up a good thing (58, 7 %)
(Figure 23).

In 12 areas majority of Europeans think that their country would not do as well
outside of the EU, especially in areas of employment, the economy, trade and
scientific research. In area of health a majority answered ‘neither better nor
worse’ (36,9 %). They are nonetheless highly divided over area of agriculture
(34,3 % ‘worse’ and 32,5 % ‘better’) (Figure 25).
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The European Parliament

Awareness of the European Parliament

For 41,6 % of respondents, the institution that best represents the EU is the
European Parliament. For every fifth of them it is the European Commission and
for 11,3 % it is the Council of the Europe (Figure 27).

7 out of 10 respondents feel like they are not informed enough about EPs'
activities while only 17,2 % of them think that they are well informed and, in
general, all of the countries do not feel well informed about EP's activities (Figure
28).

In opinion of 44,8 % of respondents, members of EP sit there according to their
political affinities while 25,3 % of them think it is according to their nationality
(Figure 30).

Role and policies of the European Parliament

In opinion shared by majority of respondents the protection of human rights is
value that should EP defend as a matter of priority. Following values are solidarity
between EU Member States and freedom of speech (Figure 31).

For majority of respondents, tackling of poverty and social exclusion should be
the policy that EP should promote as priority. Following policies are combating
terrorism and coordinating economic, budget and tax (Figure 33).

4 out of 10 respondents think that the EP's decisions are adopted above all
according to both of the stated reasons (interests of the MS from which the MEPs
come and the political affinities of the MEPs) while 25,5 % of them it is only
according to the interests of the MS from which the MEPs come and, on the other
hand, 15,4 % of them thinks it is only according to the political affinities of the
MEPs (Figure 35).

45,8 % of respondents would like to see the EP playing a more important role
than it currently does (Figure 37).
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Influence of Education Europeae

So, can appropriate citizenship education, which includes education about EU, bring more
objectivity when discussing EU issues? It is to conclude that throughout this report, 49,7 %
respondents who had citizenship education (Figure 1), 42,1 % who had learning about EU as
part of their education (Figure 2) and 50,5 % who have been educated about EU through non-
formal education (Figure 4), showed more objectivity and general knowledge when discussing
EU issues, policies and institutions, based on following reasons.

Respondents who had Education Europeae, starting with perception of citizenship and sense
of the belonging to the EU (2.1), provide more democratic expression in their responses (Table
13) and see themselves more as both —citizen of their country and EU citizen (Table 15). When
speaking about European and national identities (2.2), respondents who had Education
Europeae knows better that European identity doesn't deny national identities (Table 18).
Thirdly, when discussing EU citizens' rights (2.3), respondents with Education Europeae are
more informed about EU citizens' rights (Table 21), European Citizen Initiative (Table 23) and
EU programme — Europe for Citizens (Table 25). Furthermore, they feel more like their voice
counts in their country (Table 27) and especially in the EU (Table 29). For them EU presents
mostly positive image (Table 33) and membership in the EU conjures up mostly as a good thing
(Table 34). Respondents who had Education Europeae also feel more informed about EPs'
activities (Table 40). In addition, respondents who had Education Europeae would like to see
the EP playing more important role than it currently does.

Even though sometimes respondents who had Education Europeae provide similar responses
like respondents without it, like in case where respondents were asked can citizens of the EU
choose not to be citizens of the EU anymore (Table 31) or opinion about five-year pause from
enlargement of the EU (Table 32) or opinion on institution which best represents the EU (Table
38), respondents who possess Education Europeae provide less “Don’t know” or N/A answer.
We can conclude that even though their opinions do not differ, respondents with Education
Europeae are still better informed on what is discussed.

What is interesting is that among respondents with Education Europeae level of acquisition of
knowledge and democratic opinion about relevant topic or issue rises slightly within each of
three parameters — citizenship education, learning about EU as part of their education and
non-formal education about EU. Answers provided by respondents who had non-formal
education about EU showed largest level of discernment from respondents who did not have
any kind of Education Europeae. When discussing why is difference most obviously shown in
third parameter, it is possible that formal educational system is a bit slower and laggard then
non-formal education when talking about this kind of deliberation. Non-formal education is
more adaptable, specific and goal-directed than formal education and that can also be
explanation for this results.
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Conclusion

After reviewing all of the responses and statistic, it is to conclude that respondents are, with
most of the topics, familiar only on surface level. Their knowledge on different European
issues is only partial or based on a lot of assumptions and questionable sources.

Their perception of citizenship contains lack of certainty and specificity. One fifth respondents
of respondents feel like they are part of only their country and some of them do not know
that European identity allows the existence of multiple national identities, without imposing
one above the others, while aiming at reducing the potential for conflict, by building an overall
sense of tolerance between MS. Furthermore, their knowledge on European institutions and
citizens' rights is minor and contain lack of exact informations considering that only fifth of
them feel well informed about EU citizens' rights and third about EPs' activities. What is more,
respondents feel certain powerlessness and lack of trust regarding European institutions since
only around third of them feel like their voice really counts in the EU and fifth of them think
that nationality plays important role among members of the EP.

However, for most of respondents EU presents positive image and conjures up as mostly a
good thing. Furthermore, in 12 areas majority of Europeans think that their country would not
do as well outside of the EU .

So, eventhough respondents lack some information about EU issues and decision making
process, they still believe that EU is a good, positive thing for all of us. Education about Europe
was shown as one of the possible ways to overcome that democratic deficit and to encourage
more people to a bottom up approach in order to express their views on the EU.

Non-formal sector also showed as important element in promoting democratic values and
informations about EU and its institutions since answers provided by respondents who had
non-formal education about EU showed largest level of discernment from respondents who
did not have any kind of Education Europeae and highest level of objectivity and tolerance.
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